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Dr Christopher Thompson Memorial
Outside the Royal Hotel on Bray Main Street is a memorial to Dr Christopher Thompson (18151876).
Of the four Street memorials on the streets on the island of Ireland dedicated to medical doctors, two
are dedicated to doctor’s named Thompson. Dr Christopher Thompson in Bray and Dr Thomas
Thompson in Belfast, both fought an outbreak of cholera.
A county infirmary opened in Wicklow as far back as 1766. The Richmond District Lunatic Asylum
and Infirmary (later St. Brendan’s Hospital,) Grangegorman, served County Wicklow as an
infirmary. The county was entitled to send 27 patients and did so in the cholera outbreak of 1832.
Fever hospitals were established in Newtownmountkennedy and Enniskerry in 1814, in Stratford-onSlaney and Bray in 1817 and in Arklow in 1818.
The old Bray military barracks housed a voluntary dispensary (established 1812) and a fever hospital
(1817). It was also used as a cholera hospital. By 1849 there was a fever hospital at Delgany and
Wicklow Town and 20 dispensaries dotted around the county. By the late 1890’s fever hospitals
remained at Arklow, Newtownmountkennedy and Wicklow town.
The number of deaths from cholera in Ireland in the period 1865-1875 was 3,796. Ireland was
divided into 8 health regions and the Eastern region that covered Dublin and Wicklow had 2,009
deaths in the 10 year period. The next highest region was the South Western region with 568 deaths.
The peak of the cases came in January 1866 when Dr Thomas Lowe Whistler of Bray treated 132
cases of cholera but 75 of his patients died.

Dr. Christopher Thompson worked as a doctor in Bray in the 1870’s and he lived at 9 Duncairn
Terrace, and Sidmonton Square, Bray. There was an outbreak of cholera in the Boghall Road area in
1876. Dr. Thompson volunteered to care for the victims of this dangerous disease. As a result, he
contracted the disease himself and he died on the 16th of December 1876. He is buried in St. Paul’s
graveyard across Main Street from the street memorial and close to the fever hospital in Church
Terrace. . The monument recognising his contribution was erected following a meeting in the Royal
Hotel on 26th January 1877.
Dr Christopher Thompson was born in Dublin in 1815 the son of James Thompson a Dublin Rate
Collector. He entered Trinity College on the 18th October 1830 aged 15, in 1839 when he qualified
as a doctor his address was 26 Upper Mount Street, Dublin.
He was the medical consultant to Park Street School, Dublin and surgeon to the Finglas and
Glasnevin Dispensary. He then embarked on a career with the military and he joined The Royal
Army Medical Corps and was assigned to the 43rd Light Infantry at Queenstown (now Cobh). A
later posting as assistant surgeon with the Rifle Brigade at Aldershot and at the General Hospital at
Portsmouth, he returned to Ireland in 1859 and was a surgeon in St Patrick’s Duns Hospital with
private consulting in Bray.
By early 1870 he was living at 9 Duncairn Terrace Bray. He fought an outbreak of Cholera in the
town in 1876. He died on 16th December 1876 but his death certificate shows he died of Typhoid
Pneumonia.
On 26th January 1877 a meeting was held in Quinn’s Hotel (Royal Hotel) and it was proposed to
erect a memorial to Dr Thompson. His wife Jane Hopkins the daughter Dr William Hopkins of
Fitzwilliam Square, Dublin was born in 1810 and she died on 26th October 1888 aged 78 years and
is buried in Mount Jerome in Dublin.
The monument suffered some minor damaged during the War of Independence; it was struck by a
number of stray bullets during an attack on the police barracks located behind the monument. The
upper part of the monument was replaced in more recent times during a restoration of this monument
and the Wyvern at the Town Hall.

In 1947 the Bray Urban District Council proposed to remove Dr Thompson Memorial in Bray to
make way for additional car spaces. The proposal although carried at the council meeting was not
carried out (a previous proposal was to move the monument to the People’s Park, Little Bray)
The Boston Medical & Surgical Journal published in 1851 carries an interesting article about the
Cholera outbreak in Bray of 1849 when 68 persons from the town died.

The Medical Times Gazette of 1866 and Saunders Newsletter of 8th December 1866 praises the
action of the newly formed Bray Town Commissioners for prohibiting vendors for taking water from
the Dargle River just below Bray Bridge.. The water was contaminated with sewage. The Vartry
water supply scheme came to the town in 1861 and a new Public Health Act came into force in 1875,
improved the water quality and sanitation in the town and in the book Bray and its Environs
published by A. L. Doran a local chemist in 1903 reported that Bray was the healthiest place in
Ireland. Mr Doran is also buried in St Pauls Graveyard close to Dr Christopher Thompson.
Dr Christopher Thompson wrote a number of articles that were published in medical journals. One
was on the treatment of cancer of the bladder and another on the treatment of arthritis, both published
in 1860 in the Dublin Quarterly Journal of Medicine & Science.

Dr Thomas Thompson, a navy surgeon distinguished in the Napoleonic Wars, was appalled by the
conditions in Belfast during the Great Famine. Even though the failure of the potato crop did not
directly affect city inhabitants, hoards of refugees from the countryside brought with them
devastating epidemics of typhus, cholera, smallpox, and dysentery. Thomas Thompson was the
founder of the Charitable Home for the Incurable which provided comfort for the sick. The
inscription on the fountain reads, “Whosoever drinketh the water that I shall give him…shall never
thirst again”.

The memorial is located at the intersection between Ormeau Avenue and Bedford Street, near the
BBC headquarters in Belfast.
Gothic fountain in memory of Dr Thomas Thompson, physician at Home for Incurables, erected by
his daughter, Eliza. Formally opened 15 Apr 1885 by Lord Mayor Edward Harland. The contractor:
Robert Corry (tender price £280), and Iron lamp standards supplied by McFarlane's of Glasgow.
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